
QUEENSLAND PATHWAYS
STATE COLLEGE

Term 2 2021, Issue 2

In our final week of semester 1, I’m so proud to be attending the end of

semester celebrations with our students, staff, parents/carers and community

partnerships. The journey our students have taken to achieve success is

admirable. Overcoming their difficulties and building on their strengths is not

an easy pathway. Here at QPSC, we understand that in order for our students

to achieve their successes it is imperative that we understand the young

person we are working with. This is knowing their journey so we can

connect, support and motivate to help them engage. 

We have unconditional positive regard for our students. I see this every day

when our staff are working with students. Their calm and sensitive approach

to teaching allows students to re-focus and get them back on track. In return,

we form respectful relationships that assists when

The QPSC community acknowledge Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people as the Traditional

Owners of this country throughout Australia, and

their continued connection to land and community.

We pay our respect to them and their cultures, and

to the Elders both past, present and emerging.
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learning in the classroom. 

Sharing success of our students is communicated

through our reporting process. This week all

students will receive their end of semester report

card. Our approach to report writing is positive

and reflective of the work and engagement of our

students. Please take the time to sit with your

young person and discuss their achievements and

celebrate their milestones. If you would like to

discuss their journey with the staff, contact the

campus, make an appointment to come in and

see their wonderful work.



BRACKEN RIDGE

As always, it’s never a dull moment out on the

Northside. Bracken Ridge had a busy end to term 1 and

it hasn’t slowed down throughout term 2.  

At the end of term 1, we visited Australian Catholic

University with the Goodna campus. Students got to

explore courses and careers in Nursing and Exercise

Science. The wonderful student volunteers at ACU

organised some really engaging activities for us to

participate in. There was an Amazing Race style

hospital patient handover, where teams of students had

to listen to the handover notes from a nurse and then

complete the steps in the correct order as well as work

out the medication to administer to different patients

according to charts. Our fearless Student Support

Officer, Nathan, bravely volunteered to participate in a

virtual reality basketball shooting simulation. Students

then got to participate in a range of fitness tests, run by

the exercise science ACU students.  

Livin’ came out to deliver their presentation on mental

health education. Using lived experience, the presenter

was able to identify relevant issues around mental

health and how we can help ourselves and each other.

Their mantra “it ain’t weak to speak” was a good

reminder to students and staff of the importance of

breaking the stigma around mental health and the

many positives of speaking to others when we aren’t

feeling great or when we recognise our mates aren’t

themselves.  

Nathan took a number of students into South Bank for

the Truck Show. It was a great insight into an industry

that students don’t often get to see. A highlight was the

numerous trucks on display.   

During Reconciliation Week, the campus acknowledged

the work of Eddie Koiki Mabo and the work he has

done with overturning terra nullius to hand back

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders their land.

At Bracken Ridge, as a staff team, we collaboratively

planned and delivered learnings for students as a way

of recognising the past wrong-doings in an attempt to

educate our young ones so they can continue the work

of closing the gap in education and health.  

Tracey has led the creation of our collaborative campus

art piece, which is coming along nicely. All students

spread their energy flow across four canvases, which

we then all took turns painting onto. We can’t wait for

our new students to bring their individual creative

ideas to the piece and see how it transforms over the

next term.  

We’ve celebrated eight birthdays during this term,

which has been a great way to connect with the new

students.  

We’ve seen two students, Ethan and Memphis finish up

this term, successfully transitioning into traineeships;

Ethan into construction and Memphis into barbering. 

 

At the close of the term, we will be farewelling Amber,

Maddie, Olivia, Holly and Hayden, who will have

successfully completed their individual learning plans;

the team wishes them all the best in their future

endeavours and look forward to seeing them at

graduation. 



BUNDAMBA

Term 2 at Bundamba has been jam-packed. The campus

continues to recruit and grow and there are many new

faces. On top of our usual weekly business, we have

been lucky enough to have a number of excursions and

guests come out to the campus. 

 

We had a great turnout for our day of kayaking at

Runaway bay, which was a highlight for the term.  The

weather was perfect, with almost no wind. We launched

from Paradise Point and paddled into the bay toward

South Stradbroke Island. Students paired up and took a

double kayak, forcing them to work together to propel

themselves across the water. We made a stop at Crab

Island and then worked our way back to Paradise

Point. The return was lightning pace compared to the

way out.  

The inter campus sports day was also a highpoint of

the term for team Bundamba. It has been rumoured that

a gruelling training regime was implemented in the lead

up to the event. Bundamba’s Head of Department,

Belinda Howard, was asked for comment to which she

responded she could neither “confirm or deny” the

speculation surrounding Bundamba’s preparation. What

cannot be denied is that on the day Bundamba was

unstoppable. Our victory was decisive and, at times,

cruel. It is hard to see how other campus’ will recover

from the humiliation. Better luck next time folks! 

Wednesday afternoons have been a highlight at

Bundamba this term, with Ted Noff’s sending out a

team from The Street University each week. Group

leader, Thane Poloai, has been educating the class on

music and helping them to understand the four

elements of a song; content, flow, rhyme and delivery.

With a big emphasis on Rap, the class has been

writing and creating their own lyrics and tunes.

Thane has now suggested we come in to The Street

University recording studio in the near future and lay

down a few tracks. The students are extremely excited

by this proposition and have broken up in to teams,

such as lyrical content and art and design, to help

prepare for our first studio release. We will be hitting

the studio next term, so keep an eye on the charts. 

Boxing classes have also started running every

second Monday, with Jessica Cashman and a team

from PCYC coming out to deliver the lessons. The

students are loving it and it has become apparent that

we have a few very talented martial artists in our

ranks already. 

Term 2 has been loaded with fun and interesting

extra-curricular activities making this term so great! 



GOODNA

Team Goodna had another busy start to Term 2. With

lots of exciting excursions and awesome special guests,

this term has flown by! 

Street Uni - Thane from Street University joined the

team on Mondays to share his story and help students

to design their own T-shirts that showcase what they

value in their lives. Thane inspired the students to

explore their inner creativity and came up with some

awesome spirit animal designs. 

Future Pathways Program - Students are continuing to

participate in the QPSC Future Pathways Program,

getting ready for their next steps after school. Ros from

Link & Launch visited to share more tips and tricks for

employment pathways. Jenny and Alex came to campus

from Busy At Work to talk with the students about

traineeships and apprenticeships available for school

leavers. They also brought along the virtual reality

goggles for students (and the staff) to have a try at

what hairdressing and diesel mechanic apprentices look

like in the real world. 

PCYC Boxing - Professional Boxer Jessica Cashman

and the team at Ipswich PCYC came in this term to

show the students some foundation boxing techniques.

Jess explained how important a healthy and active

lifestyle is for everyone’s wellbeing. 

Brisbane Truck Expo - A group of students participated

in this years Brisbane Truck Expo at Southbank.

Students had an opportunity to meet people in from

different parts of the industry to discuss employment

opportunities, and check out the latest trucks, engines

and accessories. Thanks to Mt Gravatt campus for

organising an awesome day!

Runaway Bay - We made the most of the warmer

weather in week 4 by heading down to Runaway Bay

for some outdoor fun. A group of students worked in

pairs to Kayak around a small island and take in the

beautiful Gold Coast views. There was some healthy

competition to see which team would be the fastest

kayakers, with Dylan W and Ben first to reach the

island. 



INNER CITY

What? Its June already! Term 2, 2021 for Inner City

has been everything and more that you'd expect at

QPSC. Our amazing students have continued to make

strong progress on their coursework, literacy and

numeracy, along with the new QPSC Futures Pathways

Program, which incorporates the QCAA short course

careers qualification. This program is squarely

focussed on harnessing our students with the tools and

transferrable skills that will take them from school

life to adult life.  

In week 1, Inner City campus had the privilege of

hosting the QPSC ANZAC Day ceremony on Thursday

22nd April 2021. It was an honour to welcome Major

Applewhite who gave his ANZAC Day address. Our

students were amazing and so well behaved during the

ceremony. The contribution to the smooth running of

the day by Aiden, Tegan and Shenalee was

professional, confident and appreciated by all.

 

As part of our continued learning in the Futures

Pathways Program, we invited Joe from Griffith

University to speak with our students about post-

school options into tertiary education. Yes, it is

possible for our students! Joe spoke about

undergraduate study options for high school students

and the pre-requisites required to gain enrolment.

Inner City continues to kick academic goals, both in

and out of the classroom.

 

Time permitting, Tanya has been running fantastic

“smART” (stimulating mindfulness through art) which

both staff and students thoroughly enjoy. Tanya’s

passion for art, and all things fun, is evident and the

students have been producing some very impressive

artwork. 

 

Deb and Damo had a great day at Runaway Bay with

six students who took part in canoeing session. It

tested their resilience, patience and endurance as we

canoed around the canal and islands with Surfers

Paradise skyline glistening in the background.  It was

great to see Team Inner City taking part and getting to

know the other campuses while enjoying being outside

and learning new skills….without capsizing! A fun day

was had by all. Team Inner City also had the

opportunity to participate in the QPSC inter-campus

“Old School” sports day, where it was awesome to see

a large number of students attend, participate and

enjoy fun outdoor games of days gone by. Another

excursion saw Deb take three budding mechanics to

the Brisbane Truck Show at South Bank, where they

had the opportunity to speak with potential future

employers, and key industry stake holders. 



MOUNT GRAVATT

Term two has been a busy one at Mount Gravatt with

lots of excursions breaking up our time in the

classroom. We had selective groups of students attend

both the Truck Show and the Tourism Career

Roadshow at South Bank; offering lots of opportunity

to chat to get a taste of different career paths in those

industries.

In these photos you can see Luca, and Morgan

competing against other school students in a cake

decorating competition and turning out some

impressive and original cake designs! Sam was happy

to pose in front of the dozens of Trucks at the

Brisbane convention centre. 

 

Of all the excursions this term, it was hard to beat our

day Kayaking at Runaway Bay! Our students showed

great stamina on a massive paddle across the bay

where we spotted stingrays and soaked up an

awesome view of Surfers Paradise. We were all really

impressed with how everyone pushed outside of their

comfort zones and made the most of these days out. 

 

Back on campus, our horticulture students have

nearly completed their Certificate II Horticulture and

are ready to get to work planting our fruit and

vegetable garden. 

 

 

We were grateful to everyone for their mature

contributions to class discussion and activities to

mark National Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week

this term. Here you can see a collection of paper

Native Hibiscus (the official symbol of Sorry Day)

that students made to pay respects to the survivors of

the Stolen Generations.  

Our students have also been working extremely hard

in our courtyard creating a new green space. They are

currently creating a turf area for group activities as

well as a bush tucker trail and vegetable gardens so

they can cook their own produce. We look forward to

sharing photos of the finished product in the next

edition.



TOWNSVILLE

What a fabulous term it’s been – jam-packed with

opportunities for our students, including a visit from

the Queensland Fire and Emergency Services in the

first week of term. The powerful, informative and

thought-provoking Road Attitudes and Action

Planning (RAAP) Presentation provided information

to our students about road safety, allowing them to

make informed decisions and mitigate risks and

consequences. 

Our SWEL lessons continue to inspire, including the

session on Empathy where students designed and

wore ‘perspectacles’ to help gain perspective and

understand the importance of relating to other

people’s thoughts and feelings. 

Our students continued to tap into their creative side,

participating in Kaleidoscope Art, run by Townsville

City Galleries which involved a series of workshops

resulting in a collective artwork to be exhibited in

Strand Ephemera 2021. 

The project channelled themes or urban environment

sustainability and beauty in the form of butterflies. 

Last, but not least, students undertook First Aid

Training, feeling proud to be one step closer to

attaining their QCE. It’s been an amazing, energetic

term. 

 A group of students attended the Women in

Construction workshop, run by The National

Association of Women in Construction, where they

networked with representatives from the construction

industry, gaining invaluable awareness of trades,

careers and pathways. 



OTHER NEWS

year of schooling

category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or

social/emotional

level of adjustment provided: support provided within

quality differentiated teaching practice,

supplementary, substantial or extensive.

formally recognise the supports and adjustments

provided to students with disability in schools

consider how they can strengthen the support of

students with disability in schools

NCCD

Every year, all schools in Australia are required to

participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of

Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD). The

NCCD provides state and federal governments with the

information they need to plan more broadly for the

support of students with disability.

The NCCD process requires schools to provide

information to identify supports provided to students

with disability. No individual student will be able to be

identified and it will have no direct impact on your

child. 

Information provided about students for the NCCD

includes:

This information assists schools to:

develop shared practices so that they can review

their learning programs in order to improve

educational outcomes for students with disability.

The information collected relates to legislative

requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act

1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005,

in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019). The privacy

and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All

information is protected by privacy laws that regulate

the collection, storage and disclosure of personal

information.

 To find out more about these matters, please refer to

the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy

(https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).

Further information about the NCCD can be found on

the NCCD portal:

 

 https://www.nccd.edu.au/sites/default/files/fact%20she

et%20for%20parents%20guardians%20and%20carers.p

df 

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please

contact Julie Gracey - Acting Deputy Principal (Health

& Wellbeing) on jgrac18@eq.edu.au.

 TRANSITION SUCCESS!!!

Elih S recently completed his studies at the

Mount Gravatt campus and transitioned to

MEGT's I Got Brushed Program in a Paid

Traineeship. Elih will gain a Certificate I in

Construction which will help him onto his next

pathway as a Painting Apprentice. Well done

Elih!

https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
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