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PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME
Kristie de Brenni

In our final week of semester 1, I’m so proud to be attending the
end of semester celebrations with our students, staff,
parents/carers and community partnerships. The journey our
students have taken to achieve success is admirable. Overcoming
their difficulties and building on their strengths is not an easy
pathway. Here at QPSC, we understand that in order for our
students to achieve their successes it is imperative that we
understand the young person we are working with. This is
knowing their journey so we can connect, support and motivate to
help them engage.
We have unconditional positive regard for our students. I see this every day when our staff are working
with students. Their calm and sensitive approach to teaching allows students to re-focus and get them
back on track. In return, we form respectful relationships that assists when learning in the classroom.
Sharing success of our students is communicated through our reporting process. This week all
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person and discuss their achievements and celebrate their milestones. If you would like to discuss their
journey with the staff, contact the campus, make an appointment to come in and see their wonderful
work.
The QPSC community acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the Traditional Owners of this country
throughout Australia, and their continued connection to land and community. We pay our respect to them and their cultures,
and to the Elders both past, present and emerging.

BRACKEN RIDGE
What an exciting and busy term for our Bracken Ridge Campus! We
have a lot to celebrate but we are also unfortunately saying goodbye to
a number of students who are successfully transitioning and on to the
next chapter of their lives.
Twelve students have also been busily working on their Certificate II in
Tourism and finally finished their course this term. There has been a lot
of effort put in but the results have been worth it. Students have also
obtained the RSA and are looking for part-time employment.
On the 18th May, Griffith University organized a day of programs for our
students. They delivered a series of informational talks covering
scholarships, entrance requirements, pathways and anecdotal stories
from current students. A scavenger hunt took us all over the Griffith
campus and was followed by a delicious lunch and team building
problem solving activities.
Eight students also visited Dressed for Success on the 8th June where
students were treated to a morning of workshops and received
professional help finding the perfect outfits for job interviews and work.
Students were able to keep their outfits as well as a lot of extras like
make-up and accessories.
As part of our wholistic wellbeing program for students, we visited Jabiru
College every Thursday afternoon. Students participated in music, art and
basketball. Sar Hunt, our Student Support Officer’s highlight for the term
has been how inclusive and nurturing our basketball students have been.
Every week our students invited a member of the public who had a
physical disability to play in the game and made sure that he was
included and even score some baskets. It has been great to see our
students show respect and be inclusive of everyone.

BUNDAMBA
After a somewhat interrupted first term, Bundamba has hit the ground running in Term 2. Guest
speakers, incursions and excursions were back on the cards and we made sure that every spare
moment was utilised with extra-curricular activities and fun things to do. We have ensured our
students are up to date with how best to approach employment, TAFE or University for when they
move on to bigger and better things. The (in)famous Jess Cashman has been running her boxing
classes again, literally keeping students (and teachers) on their toes. Our young people have also
been engaged with guest speakers who have covered topics such as starting their own businesses,
getting their licence and navigating the tricky world of love and relationships! Our campus has felt like
the stage of a TedTalks event this term and we know that when our young people leave QPSC they’re
ready for all the challenges of the world.
It has also been a big term for departures. While it is always sad to see students leave, we are happy
to see students transitioning to the next stage of their journey. We have seen students heading to
TAFE, into apprenticeships or employment. For those still with us but on the cusp of taking the next
step, we have had guest speakers from the Australian Industry Trade College this term and also taken
an excursion to the Nathan campus at Griffith University.
The newly offered Certificate II in Active Volunteering has been a hit at Bundamba and it has been
great to see our students volunteering in the community. We had Felicity from St Vincent de Paul as a
guest speaker and have had students working with the St Vinnies Opshop program. Other great
volunteer work has also been done at places like Wounded Heroes and the RSPCA.
At the time of writing, Team Bundamba is looking forward to our celebration day next week and then
taking on the other campuses in what will surely be a highly competitive scavenger hunt at Southbank.
Beyond that – bring on Term 3!
ART PIECE BY MADISON REID: This art piece
from afar may not look much. However, this piece
represents just one part of what Vinnies
(St Vincent de Paul Society) is about.
Part of the reason op shops are here is to stop
fast fashion. Fast fashion is the mass production
of cheap, poor quality disposable clothing. Textile
dyes used in mass fast fashion production are the
world’s second largest polluter of our environment.
The art that I have created here was made from
materials found from op shops, which is a good
start as it is taking preloved clothing and recycling
them and creating something new out of thrown
out materials. The flowers/leaves represent a
healthy environment which comes from stopping
fast fashion. The ropes, lace and fishnets are put
into my art piece to represent all material leading
to the same goal, creating a more environmentally
friendly world by stopping fast fashion.

GOODNA
With Term 1 leaving the bar set high at Goodna, students returned in Term 2 continuing the slow and
steady climb of success.
Week 1 we were straight into the swing of things with Axiom Horticulture Practical Day welcoming
students from other campuses. With mowing and the whippersnapper in action we have to say thank
you to the students who attended for tidying up our backyard after the holidays. You are welcome back
anytime haha.
On the 25th of April we commemorated ANZAC Day with a beautiful Ceremony paying our respects to
all of our soldiers who served and serve our country. The ones who returned and the ones that never
made it back.
Week 5 we had a double banger day with another Axiom Horticulture practical day and an Excursion to
Griffith University. It was a big day for students to have a peep into the possibilities of the future.
Learning about how University works and engaging in different activities including a treasure hunt where
students and staff enjoyed galivanting around the campus.
One of our guests into the last half of the term was Rachel from Love Tank who visited our campus to
speak about her career and passion of photography and sharing her journey that led her to where she is
today. Thank you Rachel from Love Tank we enjoyed your visit thoroughly.
Jamie Oliver Ministry of Food was a welcome addition this term with students doing weekly visits
cooking up a storm and learning valuable culinary skills.
With more Axiom Horticulture and Tourism practical days on the horizon, students attaining their first aid
qualifications, and several of our young people transitioning into the work, TAFE and University the
buzz of victory has been in the air at Goodna campus making our last week full of celebrations and
excitement.
The staff at Goodna would also like to say goodbye and a big thank you to one of our teachers Nari,
who has been with QPSC for 4 years. He has made an impact on so many students and we wish him
the best in his future ventures. We will miss you Nari.
Bring on Term3!

MOUNT GRAVATT
Term two at Mt Gravatt campus saw staff and students
connecting with community, getting back to nature, and
learning some important life skills.
Over the term students participated in the Elevate
program, where they explored what a healthy
relationship looks and feels like. They had the
opportunity to meet with Sue Clarke, who established
the Small Steps 4 Hannah Foundation in to halt the
cycle of domestic violence. Students were incredibly
grateful and respectful of Sue sharing her family’s story
with them.
We’ve made friends with our neighbours across the courtyard from Jigsaw Australia by inviting their
cheery trainees over to participate in games, arts and crafts, and ‘speed-friending’ activities. Students
have demonstrated our QPSC respect model by warmly welcoming the trainees into our space every
week
A group of students headed over to the Suited to Success Offices in Fortitude Valley where they
received individual styling advice and left with a whole new outfit to wear to future interviews and
employment. Suited to Success is an organisation that helps people overcome barriers to employment
by providing them with opportunities to access corporate and professional clothing.
QPSC’s resident chef and Deputy Principal Cameron ran a cooking lesson with students where he
showed them how to prepare a Thai chicken fried rice, and bake a delicious carrot cake. He shared
his first-hand knowledge of working safely in kitchens, and gave some useful tips and tricks about
knife skills and how to make dishes taste extra scrumptious.
With the sunshine finally returning we were able to get stuck back into the garden. It was all hands on
deck preparing the garden bed with fresh soil and sugarcane mulch, and replanting our tomato vines
to be ready for spring. Next term we’ll plant our bush tucker garden and start creating a native recipe
book.

INNER CITY

Our busy term two commenced with our campus presenting the 2022 Anzac Ceremony via Teams for
our whole school. Thank you to Ruby, Cat and Jade and especially the special guest speaker, Warrant
Officer Jones, for taking the time out of her day to provide a very moving Anzac Ceremony address to
QPSC.
During week five our Inner-City campus joined our other Metropolitan campuses to attend Griffith
University Nathan Campus to learn about alternate pathways to university. We heard from some really
great student speakers who shared their personal pathways and experiences of Uni-life. We also had a
great opportunity to Q & A with these students and engineer a structurally sound spaghetti tower.
This term, Inner City was fortunate to run the Elevate program – sponsored by the Hannah Clarke
Foundation- Small Steps for Hannah. This program has run for the past four weeks. Our Inner-City
students have been inspired by the Clarke family’s commitment to educating young people of the
warning signs of coercive control. With guest speakers Sue and Lloyd Clarke visiting us during the final
week to share their confronting personal journey about their daughter Hannah Clarke and her three
children.
Like all campuses, we are conscious of preparing our young people for life after school. With this in
mind, we had a guest speaker from Vinnies Youth come to campus and present a session on
budgeting. In small groups we worked on preparing family budgets. Very quickly students learnt how a
single event can cause havoc on a household’s budget and just how hard life can be balancing
everything they would ‘like’ to afford and can ‘actually’ afford.
During this term we welcomed a new School Based Youth Health Nurse (SBYHN) to our team. Her
name is Lisa. Lisa’s role is to work with students, staff and parents/care givers to provide a preventative
health service for young people. At Inner City, the SBYHN is available on Tuesday each week and we
encourage all of young people to make an appointment to meet with Lisa.
Finally, On the conclusion of this term, 24 of our Inner-City students will receive a Certificate II in
Tourism, including an RSA (Responsible Service of Alcohol) and 27 of our students will have also
gained their First Aid Certificates. CONGRATS GUYS!

TOWNSVILLE
Term 2 has been action packed at QPSC
Townsville. To kick-off the term Wade from
Aurora Training spoke to our students about
local traineeships in various industries,
including: child care, hospitality, retail and
business. Cherene Booth from MAS
Employment and Sheree Horwood from Link
and Launch have also continued to engage
with students throughout the term to assist
them in identifying and attaining their QPSC
transition goals.
Students have effectively engaged in learning
opportunities and services that have assisted
with the development of skills and knowledge
relating to physical and mental wellbeing.
This has included sexual health workshops
with a representative from QLD Sexual
Health and an information and drumming
circle session with Headspace staff, Wade
and Tyler. Seventeen QPSC students also
became qualified First Aiders.
In Week 7 students and staff engaged in a ‘Leadership Day’ with Dan and Kate from Paluma Outdoor
Education. Students worked together to fill a rubbish bin full of holes with water, used their strength and
communication to transport a student on an A-Frame, applied strategy and team work to avoid falling
into a pit of lava, and memorised Lego structures to help their team succeed. To conclude the day
students were guided by Dan and Kate in the Aboriginal spiritual practice that is dadirri (da-did-ee),
which required them to connect with ‘place’ through inner deep listening and quiet still awareness. The
staff at QPSC Townsville are incredibly proud of how the students represented the school and
challenged themselves while building skills that will help them transition into future study and
employment.
In Term 2 our Townsville campus was the
fortunate recipient of a generous
donation of three sewing machines.
These sewing machines will be well used
by our Active Volunteering students as
we continue to ‘give’ back to the
community that gives us so much. We
look forward to continuing our partnership
with Zonta across a range of volunteering
projects which support girls and women
worldwide.

GENERAL NEWS
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia are required to participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of
Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD provides state and federal governments with
the information they need to plan more broadly for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD process requires schools to provide information to identify supports provided to students with
disability. No individual student will be able to be identified and it will have no direct impact on your child.
Information provided about students for the NCCD includes:
• year of schooling
• category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
• level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:
• formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools
• consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
• develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.
The information collected relates to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992
and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019). The privacy
and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the
collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please
refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD portal
(https://www.nccd.edu.au/sites/default/files/fact%20sheet%20for%20parents%20guardians%20and%20c
arers.pdf )
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact Deputy Principal, Julie Gracey.

FROM THE SCHOOL BASED YOUTH HEALTH NURSE

The Flu, COVID and You
Before COVID-19, Queensland had about 38,000 diagnosed cases of each year. With all the
measures put in place to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the flu numbers dropped to just 296 in
2021! A dramatic decrease!!
As we move into the living with COVID phase and restrictions eased, it is still very important to
minimise the spread of COVID- 19 in Queensland. However, influenza (the flu) and other respiratory
viruses can also spread easily in places where many people gather such as schools, shopping
centres and public transport. With the winter season approaching these viruses are even more like
to spread.
Influenza – the flu – is not simply a head cold. Typical flu symptoms include fever, cough, muscle
aches and pains, nasal congestion, headache, sore throat, and fatigue. Most people improve in a
week, but for some, the flu can have serious health effects. Complications from the flu can be
deadly.
Please consider the following:
1. If you are feeling unwell it is very important to stay at home until symptoms resolve.
2. Get vaccinated in both influenza and Covid 19 to help reduce the severity of the viruses.
3. Remember the importance of good hand hygiene particularly after using the rest rooms and
before and after eating.
4. Familiarise yourself to the health Guidelines implemented by Queensland health and education
Queensland should you be tested positive to Covid 19
For more information please visit Queensland Health and find out why “Why getting the flu vaccine
this year is more important than ever”.

